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THE CAST

2 JUL 12 1922

David Holm . S AN 3 . «Vigtor Seastrom
His ¥ife . . . .+ .« LHilda Borgstrom
G.lhr . . . . . +Toro mﬂﬂbﬂrs
Bdith Larson . . . . +Astrid Holm

A SBwedish Biograph froduouon'.
Written by Dr. Selma Lagerlof, .
Adapted and directed by Victor Seastrom.

Distributed by Metro Pictures corporation.

David Holm after his release from prison, resolves that
he will turn over a new leaf and lead a new life. Joyfully he returns

to his home, expecting ‘f.o see his wife and his two children. He
finds that they have moved away; and the desertion embitters him.

Toward the end of the year, Holm stops at the door of
a rescue mission in the slums, just opened by Edith Larsson and
another woman. They answer hisiring timidly, and Bdith's co-
worker is inclined to refuse the ragged man admission., But Bdith
is Sosistent, and shelter is provided him. o BEdith he tells the
story of his wife's disappearance.

The goxt morning he discovers that his coat has been
mended by Bdith, but sullenly he ripe out the neat patches.

8t111, ®dith's labors for the wretched man's welfare c
continue. She finds Mrs. ﬁolm. and effects a reunion between
her and David.

Quarrelson, bitter as ever, David makes a dismal,
deliberate failure of their reconciliation. He tortures, his
slepping children, and behaves madly to her. f‘riven by him- to
fury, she decides she can stand it no longer. She locks the
door on him and begins dressing her children to take them away |
from him. He attempts to open the door, and finding it locked,

seizes & hatchbt and first breaking the lock, hammers down the
dogr. He mocks her attempt to get away from him, and teunts




her mercilessly.
David goob back to his vagrant life. Shortly before

the stroke of midnight of Hew Year's eve he is seated along a
street curb with two other derelicts, drinking. David tells them
a a.t't;ry, narrated to him by a friémd of him, and old man named
Geller.

Shortly before midnight on & lew Year's eve-- so the
story goes--when David and two,others of his kind were playing
cards, a disagreement arose. A lusty brawl which might have
had serious consequences took :pla.'m. had not Geller, who was .
resting in a corner, intervened. Geller plesded with them not
to-pi'ovo;ke a quarrel on lew Year's eve. He told them graphically
of a legend that the cart of death, driven by Peath with hias
reaper in hand, visited persons on land and sea, gathering in
their souls. And whosoever died on lew Year's eve must drive the
cart of death for the year to come.

.As Pavia finishes the story with the remark that @eller
himself died on a New Year's eve, a man approache8 him and
informs him that “l.ith Larsson, the young girl who had tried to
save him, is dying and wants David and Mrs. Holm to come to her,
He refuses, and the messenger leaves. His two friends reproach:
him for not amswering Edith's summons, and in the fight that follows,
David is knocked unconsious.

In a delirium he again sees the gray death cart, this time
driven. by his pal Geller, with the cloak of ?eath over him, Geller -
approaches him and bids him go with him. The obstinate “avid
refuses to obey, but Death knows no law but its own, and David '5
is thrown into the cart, while his spirit rests next to Geller. |
Together they visit Bdith's Bedside. The dying girl caresses his

head , and implores him to return to, his wife and reform. This
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time her words have an effect on him and he bursts into toa;u.

He ho;:i;uﬂa his poverty-striken home. His two children are

in thoirmhci,uslbop. His wife, worn out with the battle for mere
existence, pours a whitempowder into the tea, planning to end

the wife of all three. Although his spirit is in the same room, David
knows no words ind can say no prayers to prevent her act.

Just at this time David awakes from his stupor. He
looks about him in amazement, and with the spell still upon him,
he runs to his home. Here he find his wife ahoﬁt to pour the
poisoned tea for herself and her family. He restrains her
and humbly tells her that he has already £e:ormed.

And when the next lew Year's eve comes around, fawid and
hié wife and children are happy and con:ented. His regogora&ion

is now full and complete.
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July 11,,1922. |
Register of Vopyrights, ‘ 28494 JUL12722 |
~Library of Vongress
Washington J.C.
Dear Sir:

The undersigned claimant of copyright im the
work herein named, deposited in the Copyright Office
“a.nd duly registered for copyright protection, roc'mzqtp
the return to him under the provisions of section 55 and
60 of the Act of March 4,1909, of one or both of the de-

“The Four H . -
men?s" :.;:lr::cm:,r;\:s posited copies of the two prints six reels each entitled

made another box-

office champion THE STROKE OF MIDNIGHT deposited in the OOpyright Office |
on July 11,1922 and registered under Gluu.—..'.‘.',nc? ?l L!:.B.“.-I - : *

If this request can be granted you are asked ‘
and suthorized to send the said copy or copies to me at

the following adt‘.lrou:

Metro Pictures Coporation
: 916 G Street N.W.
Anthony Hope’'s . Washington D.Cs

great romance has
been screened at a

cost of a million— S
ang; sho\:s it! G‘l)'u' w. ._‘.‘ Q g 0
ke. S. '
Book It! (Claimant of Copyright) \_'MT
2—_00;1100' Returned
, JuL 131922
Delivered in person




This document is from the Library of Congress
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection,
1912-1977”

Collections Summary:

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts,

plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the

purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977.

Class L Finding Aid:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi1020004

Class M Finding Aid:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002
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